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The question;

25 years later:

Is the GDE framework
still sustainable or 
expired?  



GDE framework

• Theoretical overview of research

• Historical (Hatakka m.fl., 2003)

• Drivers competence



No, because…

The framework is an 
important grounding for 
driver education and test



No, but …

1. the GDA framework is completely 
dependent on what has been 
researched on

2. Risk was previously the research focus

3. The framework is mainly based on 
traffic psychology

The context has changed, society and 
research have changed -> it is 
appropriate to update the framework 
according to recent research and what 
we know in 2023



Vehicle control and manoeuvring

Mastery of traffic situations

Goals and context of driving 

Personal goals for life and skills for living

Social environment

Knowledge and 
skills to master 

Awareness of 
risk-increasing
factors

Self-assessment
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Pedagogical research shows that youth today

• ‘generation achievement’ 

• more value based 

• have a higher degree of accountability

• the willingness to take safe choices

• born good and with an inner motivated
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To remember:

1. See the good will in the individual

2. Focus on the reasons for our choices

3. Contribute to growth and formation, ‘bildung’



- Thank you for your attention! 
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