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Driver Assistance Systems: none  
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1974
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Driver Assistance Systems: ABS, ESP, rear-view camera, parking assistant

2008
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Driver Assistance Systems: adaptive cruise control, lane centering

2020



Only warnings and 
momentary assistance

Continuously longitudinal and 
lateral guidance of the vehicle

35 Years 12 Years

Changes in vehicle operation 

No assistance



Future vehicles for training and testing 
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Paradigm shift
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changes to

Level 1 and 2:
Human as a fallback for technology

Level 0:
Technology as a fallback for human



What do novice drivers need to know today? 

• Driving task becomes increasingly complex

• Drive manually still remains important

• In addition, automated driving functions require new skills
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New skills necessary

• Adequate mental models about relevant systems
• Purpose of the system and system limits

• Need for permanent monitoring in Level 2

• Knowledge of action
• Safe intervention and overriding of the system if necessary

• Awareness of the side effects of system use 
• Monitoring reduces attention and situational awareness



New skills necessary 

How do we test them in Germany?



Theoretical driving license test

Knowledge of…

• suitable and unsuitable situations for the use of systems

• general system limits

• typical override situations

• actions to safely override the system



Theoretical driving license test

While driving, you are using the Adaptive Cruise Control (ACC) system. The speed is set to 100 km/h. 
What must you be prepared for ahead of the bend?

The ACC will cause my vehicle to 
accelerate here

I will have to adjust my speed to the 
situation

The ACC will prompt me to reduce my 
speed



Theoretical driving license test

What can limit the function of a lane departure system? 

A dirty roadway

Missing lane markings

Missing guard rails



Practical driving license test

For these systems the examiner decides on the use:

Active and continuous takeover of the longitudinal and/or lateral guidance

• Adaptive Cruise Control 

• Active Lane Keeping Assist (lane centering) 

• Active Lane Change Assist 

• Active Parking Assist 

• Semi-automated driving (Level 2)

One-Time Use 
of one to two systems
during test drive



Practical driving license test

For these systems the examiner decides on the use:

Active and continuous takeover of the longitudinal and/or lateral guidance

• Adaptive Cruise Control 

• Active Lane Keeping Assist (lane centering) 

• Active Lane Change Assist 

• Active Parking Assist 

• Semi-automated driving (Level 2)

Information about the systems the vehicle 
is equipped with by specific data sheets



Practical driving license test

Two assessment principles in the use of driver assistance systems: 

1. Requirements for manual driving remain the basis for decision-making

• Candidate must constantly monitor the system

• Candidate is solely responsible 

• Irrelevant for assessment whether the misbehavior 
occurs during system use or manual driving 



Practical driving license test

Two assessment principles in the use of driver assistance systems: 

2. For systems that are not voluntarily controlled (e.g. automatic emergency braking), 
the examiner decides whether the candidate has acted incorrectly 

• Action of the system is just an indication

• Misbehavior may have preceded –
but does not have to 



Guidelines

Guidelines for both examiners 
as well as for driving teachers

User information
for the assessment of the use of
driver assistance systems
and semi-automated driving functions
in the practical driving test

New version 2022



Documentation in digital test protocol



Outlook



Thank you very much

… for your attention!
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