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Overview of Presentation

1. Introduction to UNECE and WP.1

2. United Nations Road Safety Conventions

3. 1968 and 1949 Conventions on Road Traffic

4. Domestic Driving Permits and International Driving 
Permits

5. Driver training and automated vehicles





WP.1 (Global Forum for Road Traffic 
Safety)



General Assembly Resolutions

• Since 2003, the GA has called attention to global road safety 
and the need for improvement

• New GA resolution on road safety every 2 years
• Latest GA resolution A/RES/74/299 (paragraph 7)

“reaffirms the role and importance of the United Nations legal 
instruments on road safety, such as the 1949 Convention on Road 
Traffic, the 1968 Convention on Road Traffic, the 1968 Convention on 
Road Signs and Signals, the 1958 and 1998 agreements on technical 
vehicle regulations, the 1997 agreement on periodic technical 
inspection of vehicles and the 1957 agreement on the transport of 
dangerous goods, in facilitating road safety at the global, regional and 
national levels, and commended Member States that have acceded to 
these international legal instruments on road safety”



Voluntary Global Performance Targets directly 
linked to UN legal instruments

+



What is a Convention?

• Binding based on elaborated good practices

• Motivation behind multilateral platforms to exchange good 
practices, discuss emerging challenges and find the best 
common solutions

• Continuously reviewed and amended to remain current



United Nations Road Safety Conventions

• 1949 and 1968 Conventions on Road Traffic

• 1968 Convention on Road Signs and Signals

• 1958, 1997 and 1998 “Vehicle Regulations” Agreements

• 1957 European Agreement for the International Carriage of 
Dangerous Goods by Road

• 1970 European Agreement concerning the Work of Crews of 
Vehicles Engaged in International Road Transport



Webinar – UN Road Safety Conventions
http://www.unece.org/trans/roadsafe/introduction_road_safety_conventions.html



United Nations Road Safety Conventions

Contracting Parties



1949 Convention on Road Traffic: 
102 Contracting Parties



1968 Convention on Road Traffic: 
84 Contracting Parties



Conventions on Road Traffic

• To increase road safety through the exchange 
of good practices, the discussion of emerging 
challenges and deriving the best common 
solutions

• To facilitate international road traffic through
the adoption of uniform traffic rules and the 
reciprocal recognition of documents issued in 
conformity with those rules, also helps to 
enhance inter-country road safety

http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/conventn/Convention_on_Road_Traffic_of_1949.pdf
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/conventn/Conv_road_traffic_EN.pdf



1949 Convention on Road Traffic 1968 Convention on Road Traffic

Chapter V

• Art. 24 (Driving Permits)

• Art. 25 (Info between Contracting States 
of identity of persons holding DPs)

Annex 9 (Model DDP)

Annex 10 (Model IDP)

Chapter IV

• Art. 41 (Driving Permits)

• Art. 42 (Suspension of the validity of 
DPs) 

• Art. 43 (Transitional provisions)

Annex 6 (DDP)

Annex 7 (IDP)

Driving Permits

Prevailing Convention for the issue/use of DDPs and IDPs issued under the 1949 and 1968 
Conventions on Road Traffic
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2021-02/ECE-TRANS-WP.1-2021-Informal-No.2e.pdf



Driver training and Automated Driving

• In anticipation of the increasing relevance and interest in the 
training of drivers in the context of automative technology 
advancement, WP.1 has decided to include this item for 
discussion in its agenda from September 2021 onwards

• The topic of human factors and automated driving is also 
being considered by WP.1. At its 82nd session, WP.1 received 
presentations from experts/academia in this field and had 
interesting discussions. These discussions will continue in 
September.
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