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50th CIECA Congress 2018  

31 May 2018, Belfast, Northern Ireland 
 

Call for papers 
 

“Safe driving for life: changing attitude and behaviour through education, 
training and testing”  

 
Please feel free to distribute this information among people that might be interested in 

submitting a paper and/or attending the event 
 
 
The 50th CIECA General Assembly and Congress will take place in Belfast, Northern Ireland, 
on Wednesday 30 and Thursday 31 May 2018. The General Assembly and Congress will be 
hosted by the Driver & Vehicle Agency in the Europa Hotel, which is situated in Belfast City 
Centre. 
 
Over the years various changes in driver education, training and testing have been 
introduced around the world in an attempt to improve the ability of novice drivers and 
reduce the risk of them being involved in a collision. These changes are mainly designed to 
address both the inexperience and immaturity of (young) novice drivers and have generally 
been in the form of: 
 

• changes to the overall structure of pre-test practice, for instance introducing a 
minimum number of hours of on-road driving before a learner is allowed to take the 
practical test. 

• improving the quality of driver training and education, in terms of structure, methods 
and/or content to include elements of high-order skills associated with the GDE 
matrix. 

• changes to the driving test, such as longer on road driving times in the practical test, 
introducing independent driving and the introduction of hazard perception testing. 

• the introduction of probationary periods, with restrictions and tighter conditions for 
novice drivers in the initial driving period after passing the test. 

 
In spite of these measures, the collision rate of young novice drivers aged between 17 and 
24 remains higher than any other age group.  Research would suggest this is most likely due 
to two main factors: 
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(1) A lack of driving experience: young novice drivers have inadequate higher-order skills 
such as hazard perception and being capable of adjusting the risk to their own abilities. 
 
(2) Age-related factors such as the development of the brain, their extra sensitivity to the 
social environment and the effect of factors such as alcohol, drugs and distraction. 
 
If these factors have a direct link to high collision rates and high-risk factors among novice 
drivers, what more can be done to influence attitude and behaviour in order to reduce the 
high rate of road traffic incidents, which all too often result in death and serious injury, 
caused by young novice drivers?  
 
In order to answer this question, abstracts are invited from potential speakers to present. 
 
Please note that the deadline for the submission of the abstracts is 8 December 2017. 
Information on the submission guidelines can be found in the following pages. Please follow 
them carefully when preparing your contribution.   
 
All submissions should be sent to Eva Mateo. You will receive confirmation of reception by e-
mail with an abstract reference number. Please quote this reference number in all 
correspondence with the Congress Secretariat.  
 
Abstracts for individual papers will be peer reviewed by the CIECA Programme Committee 
and you will be informed of the outcome of the review by 20 February 2018. The abstracts 
will be assessed according to the following criteria: relevance to the congress topic, 
importance to road safety improvement, quality, validity, originality, technical strength, and 
practical significance.  
 
For any queries regarding the submission process, please contact Eva Mateo.  
 
Abstract submissions must include the following information and comply with these 
guidelines:  
 
ABSTRACT TITLE  
• A brief, attractive and explicit description of the presentation in less than 15 words.  
 
NAME AND CONTACT DETAILS OF THE AUTHOR(S) AND AUTHOR’S AFFILIATION  
Indicate all details of author(s), and specify who will be in charge of presenting the paper.   
 
ABSTRACT  
• Your abstract should not exceed 2 pages  
• Font (font size): Times New Roman (12pt)  
• Line Spacing: 1.5 pt  

mailto:eva.mateo@cieca.eu
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• Abstracts submitted should be in Word and PDF format.  
• Submissions in French, German and English are welcome.  
• Papers should be presented within 20 minutes.   
 
PRESENTER´S CV  
• This information will be used by the session chair for introduction purposes.  
 
IMPORTANT DATES  
• Abstract submission deadline: 8 December 2017.  
• Notification of acceptance or rejection will be sent to authors by 20 February 2018.  
 
NOTE: All presenters are required to register for the conference. Please note that once an 
abstract is accepted, the production of a PowerPoint presentation to accompany the session 
is compulsory. Guidelines for preparation of PPT presentations will be provided to authors 
on acceptance of abstracts. For any queries regarding the submission process, please contact 
Eva Mateo (eva.mateo@cieca.eu).  
 
ORGANIZING COMMITTEE  
CIECA Secretariat  
 
LOCAL COMMITTEE  
Pat Delaney (DVA) and Michael Kenny (DVA) 
 
CHAIR OF PROGRAMME COMMITTEE 
Augusta Sica (CIECA) 
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