CIECA Road Safety Charter : Quality of the Location of the Driving Test
Choosing a site for a driving test / driving test centre is a delicate task which has a significant influence on the quality of the driving licence. Using high quality centres should be a prerequisite for CIECA member organisations, with 4 basic objectives in mind :

1. Ensuring a high-quality image of the organisation

2. Improving the reception of driving test candidates

3. Improving the working conditions of the examiners by providing well-equipped centres

4. Ensuring high quality examinations which place and test the candidate and his/her ability in all the situations required by the EU Directive

Of particular importance is the immediate environment which the candidate must encounter during the driving test, as specified in the following section :

1.Setting off phase

· no major difficulties

· clear signposting / signalling

· a progressive range of different driving situations

· progressive density of traffic

2.Driving phase
Wherever practicable, the part of the test to assess behaviour in traffic should be conducted on roads outside built-up areas, expressways and motorways (or similar), as well as on all kinds of urban streets (residential areas, 30 and 50 km/h areas, urban expressways) which should represent the various types of difficulty likely to be encountered by drivers. It is also desirable for the test to take place in various traffic density conditions. The time spent driving on the road should be used in an optimal way to assess the applicant in all the various traffic areas that can be encountered, with a special emphasis on changing between these areas.
Candidates should be assessed on the following actions in normal traffic situations:
· Straight roads; passing oncoming vehicles, including in confined spaces;

· Driving round bends;

· Crossroads: approaching and crossing of intersections and junctions;

· Changing direction: left and right turns; changing lanes;

· Approach/exit of motorways or similar (if available): joining from the acceleration lane; leaving on the deceleration lane;

· Overtaking/passing: overtaking other traffic (if possible); driving alongside obstacles, e.g. parked cars; being overtaken by other traffic (if appropriate);

· Special road features (if available): roundabouts; railway level crossings; tram/bus stops; pedestrian crossings; tunnels, bridges and reserved lanes;
· driving up-/downhill on long slopes.
The test centre should, where possible, allow for :

- easy movement from one zone to another (residential areas, town centres, country roads, major roads, motorways or high speed roads);

- tests covering a wide range of possible routes, but still responding to the above criteria. 

Testing routes / areas should be regularly reviewed in order to ensure that they continue to meet the above requirements.

The test routes :

- should allow the candidate to drive in sufficiently dense traffic to meet most road users, without being so dense as to get stuck in traffic jams 

- should include roads with a variety of speed limits in order to allow the examiner to test the real driving ability of the candidates 

- should allow candidates to consistently demonstrate their driving ability
- should allow the candidates to demonstrate their ability to drive independently in order to test level 3 of the driver behaviour hierarchy (GDE matrix)
3.Manoeuvres

The test routes have to be suitable for carrying out the necessary manœuvres (emergency braking, three-point turns, reversing around a corner, etc…) 
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